
Update 

your 

notebook!

 In 5 days the 5th 6 weeks is ½ over

 10 school days until Spring break!



Learning Goal 1: 

Explain the causes of World War 1 and describe the 

characteristics of trench warfare and the new 

technologies that impacted WWI (TEKS/SEs 1F, 10A, 

10B)



4 MAIN Causes of WWI

Militarism

Alliances

Imperialism

Nationalism



MAIN Causes of WWI: 

MILITARISM
 Militarism:  When military values & goals 

take over civilian society.

High government spending on 
developing new weapons & on 
military forces 

European powers built up 
(mobilized) their armies 

Countries anxious to test their new 
technologies in battle

War idealized 

Germany & Britain competed to 
build most powerful navies



Militarism

1910-1914 Increase in Defense 

Expenditures

France 10%

Britain 13%

Russia 39%

Germany 73%

Military and Naval Personnel

1880 1900 1914
Britain 367,000 624,000 532,000

Germany 426,000 524,000 891,000

Russia 791,000 1,162,000 1,352,000



MAIN Causes of WWI: ALLIANCES

 Alliances: European countries formed alliances 

with one another (mostly defensive- “I got your 

back”)

 Result divided into two large alliances

 Triple Alliance (Central Powers): Germany, Austria-

Hungary and Italy*

 Italy actually did NOT side with Germany & Austria during 

WWI

 Triple Entente (Allies):  France, Great Britain and Russia



Alliance System

Triple Alliance vs. Triple Entente

Most alliances were defensive, but this meant that when an ally was 

attacked, countries had to respond



World War I: Countries Involved

Allied Powers Central Powers

•Austria-Hungary

•Germany

•Ottoman Empire 

•Bulgaria

Countries that only 

cut off trade 

•Bolivia

•Ecuador

•Peru

•Uruguay

•Serbia

•Russia

•France

•Belgium

•Great 

Britain

•Liberia

•Japan

•Montenegro

•Italy 

•San Marino

•Portugal 

•Romania

•Greece

•China

•U.S.

•Cuba

•Nicaragua

•Brazil

•Siam

•Costa Rica

•Guatemala

•Haiti

•Honduras



Remember the Ottomans?





MAIN Causes of WWI: 

IMPERIALISM
 Competing claims for colonies in Asia and Africa 

created tension between the major powers

 Colonies in Asia & Africa = resources, guaranteed 

markets for goods, and prestige

Constant competition for more colonies



MAIN Causes of WWI: 

NATIONALISM

Nationalism: extreme pride in own country & the 

belief that each ethnic group should have its own 

nation and also belief that citizens should promote 

their own nation’s interests over all others.

After German & Italian unification, other ethnic 

groups in Europe also wanted to have their own 

countries

Unification: when formerly independent regions 

came together to become one country 



M.A.I.N. CAUSES



The Balkans (southeastern Europe-

Powder-keg of Europe)

• Many different ethnic 

groups lived under 

Austria-Hungarian rule

• Some wanted their 

own nation state, like 

the Serbs

• Extremely tense 

situation…





The Spark/Trigger of WWI

 June 28, 1914 –Archduke Franz Ferdinand (heir to 

the Austrian- Hungarian throne)assassinated 

while on a visit to Sarajevo by Gavrilo Princip

Clip

Princip was a member of Black Hand, a Serbian 

Nationalist Group

The Black Hand wanted independence from 

Austria-Hungary

Archduke FerdinandSymbol of the Black Hand.
http://www.forbiddensymbols.com/black-hand/

The assassination of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand & his wife

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCTIaiiGB4o


The uniform worn 

by Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand 

at the time of his 

assassination



Chain Reaction
 Austria-Hungary wanted Serbs punished for 

assassinating their future leader

 Russia mobilized to protect Serbia (their ally)

 Germany (ally of Austria-Hungary) declared war 
on Russia on August 1

 Two days later, Germany declared war on 
France

 Schlieffen Plan

Germany’s plan to quickly attack and defeat 
France, then turn around to fight Russia.

This FAILED!





Total War*

 A conflict in which participating 
countries devote all their 
resources to the war effort.

 Civilians involved

Rationing

Limiting supplies for civilians 

Working in factories to 
produce necessary goods

Gathering resources



Propaganda
 Government-created information & visuals 

designed to persuade

 Goals: 

 Inspire citizens

 reinforced hatred of the enemy

 Motivate citizens to be active in the war 

effort

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/ww1posters/5041
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/ww1posters/5041
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/ww1posters/5765
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/ww1posters/5765


U.S. Food Administration. Food will win the War You came here Seeking Freedom 
You Must Now Help to Preserve it. Illus. by Charles Edward Chambers. NY: Rusling 
Wood, Litho. ([Poster] no. 18). (Y3.F73/10:18; Poster, 30”x20”).   



Trench Warfare

 Life in trenches: rats, lice, mud, disease 

and dead bodies

 Long days, weeks, months with no 

fighting

 All Quiet on the Western Front Scene

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXtsiqrhqsU


Trench Warfare



Trench Warfare

 Form of warfare in which 

opposing armies fight each 

other from trenches dug in 

the battlefield

 By 1914, miles of bunkers and 

barbed wire stretched from 

the English Channel to the 

Swiss border.

 Fighting on Western Front 

developed into a stalemate 

in the trenches.





Flame

Throwers

Grenade

Launchers



What’s this?





Modern Military Technology
 Technology advancements such as artillery, 

machine guns, modern rifles, and poisonous gas 

made old battle tactics obsolete (worthless)

 Tanks and airplanes were introduced late in the 

war, ending the stalemate

 U-boats & submarines were deployed as an 

effective naval weapon. 



Poison GasMachine Gun

Video clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHJIbKnzVnc


Modern Technology: High 
Casualties (deaths and injuries) 

 Due to new technologies like 
machine guns.

 Charging the enemy (old tactic) 
directly into machine gun fire 
resulted in huge casualties.

 Many hundreds of thousands died 
on the Western Front with little 
troop movement (trench warfare 
stalemate). 

 In all, nearly 10 million soldiers died 
and about 21 million were 
wounded. British casualties litter the 

battlefield during the Battle of 

Passchendaele, 1917. 

Mansell & Getty



Anna Coleman Ladd created custom-made 

masks for soldiers to wear over their wounds.



Marie Curie 

 Remember her?

 Her x-rays were used on the 

battlefield to help diagnose soldiers’ 

injuries

Curie in a mobile x-ray vehicle.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Curie

X-ray of a soldier's hand, wounded in WWI. 

Note the shell fragments which are revealed. 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:X-ray_shrapnel.jpg

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marie_Curie_-_Mobile_X-Ray-Unit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marie_Curie_-_Mobile_X-Ray-Unit.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/X-ray_shrapnel.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/X-ray_shrapnel.jpg


Spy 

pigeon



Cost of the War

 9 Million soldiers killed

 21 million wounded

 A generation in Europe was wiped out

 $338 billion dollars in war costs

Most of which Germany had to pay for

Uh oh…

 Destroyed farmland, homes, towns

 7 million civilian deaths (most from 

starvation and disease)



Assignments 

 WWI Reading Assignment with questions  

 Revolutions DCA

http://tinyurl.com/jemwu9d

Your ID number (no “s”) 

Password: raiders

(Age of Revolutions)

 WWI Ranking Assignment

http://tinyurl.com/jemwu9d

